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NEW HAMPSHIRE—TARIFF. 

PROCEEDINGS 
OF 

Ji meeting of the Democratic Republican Citizens of Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire, on the subject of the Tariff, Nullification, and the Public 
Lands. 

February 11, 1833. 

Read, and laid upon the table* 

Meeting of the Democratic Committee of Vigilance. 

A preparatory meeting of the Democratic Committee of Vigilance, consist¬ 
ing of the several Ward Committees, amounting in all to one hundred and 
thirty-one persons, having been severally notified by the Secretary of said 
committee, was held at the Democratic Reading room, on the 2d instant, to 
take into consideration the expediency of calling a public meeting to express 
the sentiments of the democratic republicans of this town relative to ihe 
general measures of the national administration, and, more particularly, the 
present relations between the Federal Government and the State of South 
Carolina. The following gentlemen, to wit: Abner Greenleaf, Daniel P. 
Drown, Samuel Cushman, Isaac Waldron, Thomas B, Laighton, Thomas P. 
Treadwell, and K. Sheldon, were chosen a committee to notify a meeting to 
be held at Jefferson Hall, on Monday evening the 4th instant, and to prepare 
a suitable preamble and sundry resolutions for the consideration of said meet¬ 
ing- 

Agreeably to their instructions, the meeting was duly notified by the 
above named committee, the proceedings of which are as follows, to wit: 

Democratic Republican Meeting. 

At a full meeting of the democratic republican citizens of Portsmouth, 
held at Jefferson Hall on the 4th February instant, pursuant to the above 
notice, Hon. Daniel P. Drown was chosen chairman,and Samuel Cush¬ 
man, esq. Secretary. 

The following preamble and resolutions were presented by Hon. Abner 
Greenleaf, the chairman of the above named committee, which were read, 
and unanimously adopted. 

Whereas, a crisis is at hand, in which the most important interests of the 
country are deeply involved, and which is so intimately connected wfith the 
vital principles of the Union, as to lead the most sanguine to entertain doubts 
of its permanency; it becomes the friends of Union and equal justice, and 
more particularly these who are also the friends and supporters of the pre- 
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sent National Administration, to express their sentiments, and to use their 
utmost efforts to restore that state ot feeling to the public mind, which is in¬ 
dispensable to the promotion of the general welfare, and the perpetuation of 
Union. 

One of the States which compose this once happy Union, under the strong 
impression, whether from causes real or imaginary, that she has been sorely 
aggrieved, has officially and solemnly declared that she will no longer sub¬ 
mit to laws imposing an impost duty for the protection of manufactures, 
deeming it a system of partial legislation, operating unequally, and peculiar¬ 
ly oppressive on her citizens as an agricultural and commercial communi¬ 
ty and destructive to her future hopes of prosperity; and, avowedly con¬ 
ceiving herself driven to the last resort, has, as we think, rashly and pre¬ 
cipitately place 1 herself in an attitude of resistance to the Federal Govern¬ 
ment, and declared these laws, within the limits of her territory, to be “null 
and void, and no law.” 

And whereas the President of the United States has issued his proclama¬ 
tion. declaring, in his opinion, “ that the doctrine of a S'ate veto upon laws 
of the Union carries with it the internal evidence of its impracticability 
and absurdity, that the ‘ power to annul a law of the United States, assu¬ 
med by one State/ is incompatible with the existence of the Union, contra¬ 
dicted expressly by the letter of the constitution, unauthorized by its spirit^ 
inconsistent with every principle on which it was founded, and destructive 
of the great object for which it was formed,” and at the same, time calling 
upon the citizens of that State, by forcible appeals to their patriotism,- to re¬ 
trace their steps, and adhere to the integrity of the Union; reminding them, 
at the same time, as the Chief Magistrate of the Union,.of the consequences 
of incurring the penalty of its laws, and of the imperative duties devolving 
or him in seeing them duly enforced And whereas the President, in his 
late annual message, with a view of doing justice, not merely to South Car¬ 
olina, but to all the States of the south, and to millions of the good citizens 
of the middle and northern States, as well as with a view to reduce the tax¬ 
es on imports to the wants-of the country, has recommended such a reduction 
of those taxes as ought, and no doubt will, if carried into effect, give full 
satisfaction to all who feel themselves aggrieved. 

We, therefore, the democratic republicans of Portsmomh, New Hamp¬ 
shire, who have been, through good report and evil report, the friends and 
supporters of President Jackson, and of all the leading measures of his ad¬ 
ministration, having looked with intense anxiety on these passing events, 
and conceiving ourselves called upon to use whatever weight of influence we 
may possess, however small it may be, in aid of the efforts of Government to 
promote the general welfare, and bring about a redress of all grievances, 
which alone can restore peace, amity, and concord, among the States; have 
therefore, 

Resolved, That we honor the President’s motives in regard to his pro¬ 
posed reduction of the public burdens, and hold the principles set forth in 
his last annual message, in recommending an immediate commencement of 
a gradual reduction of ihe tariff to that standard which an economical ad¬ 
ministration would require for the ordinary expenditures of Government, to 
be sound national policy; that Union and harmony among the several States 
composing the federal compacts are paramount to all other considerations; 
and we fully concur with the President in opinion, that the fact, ‘‘that the 
high duties have been paid as long as the money arising from them could be 
applied to the common benefit in the extinguishment of the public debt,” is 
enough;” and ought to be satisfactory to all. 
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Resolved, That, in recommending such measures relative to the reduc¬ 
tion of the duties on imports, as were calculated to restore peace and har¬ 
mony among the States, the President has evinced a sincere desire to do 
justice towards the south, and, in so doing, “ has discharged the only part in 
his pow’er,” all that could he expected or required of him, towards an 
equalization of the public bitrdens; and that, until Congress shall act in pur¬ 
suance ot his recommendations, his only course is, to tc take care that the 
laws be faithfully executed.” We approve his motives, and applaud his 
patriotism, in issuing his proclamation, calling affectionately on the people 
of South Carolina to ponder upon their acts of rashness and precipitation, 
entreating them to retrace their steps, and not place themselves in a war¬ 
like attitude against the National Government; urging also the impolicy and 
inexpediency of such measures, especially “at the very time when the con¬ 
dition of the country imperiously demanded such a modification of the duties 
as should reduce them to a just and equitable scale.” 

Resolved, That the late message of the President, to Congress, with the 
accompaaying documents, in relation to the continued threatening attitude of 
South Carolina, w7as requisite to advise them officially of the existing state 
of things, and to suggest the necessity of providing such furtherconstitution- 
al means, to secure the due execution of the revenue laws, as circumstances 
might render necessary, seeing that the day was at hand, when a collision 
between the laws of South Carolina and the Federal Government might be 
justly apprehended, and that Congress had not yet responded to the mea¬ 
sures recommended in his annual message to remove the existing evils; and 
that while Congress omit to modify the tarifflaws, it is their duty, at least, 
in point of consistency, and under the existing stale of things, to provide 
suitable and proper means to obviate all difficulties and obstructions to the 
due execution of those laws. 

Resolved, That we deem the assumed right to nullify an act of Congress, 
by any State, to be a palpable heresy; that the laws laying duties on imports 
are the law’s of the Union, and, as such, have received our constitutional 
forms, and though we admit them, as at present imposed, to be unjust and 
oppressive in their operation, yet that thus far, at least, the proceeds have 
been constitutionally applied to the payment of the public debt; and South 
Carolina, being a part of the Union, and claiming and exercising, as she 
does, her rights as a member thereof, is bound to contribute peaceably her 
proportion of the public revenue, resorting first to all those remedies for re¬ 
dress which are pointed out in the constitution; and, until all these shall prove 
abortive, and no alternative he left but “submission to a government of un¬ 
limited powers” (a crisis which, if we have any correct idea of public opinion, 
is far distant,) the ultra idea of the remedy of secession should not be en¬ 
tertained. 

Resolved, That the bill now before Congress reducing the duties on im¬ 
ports, or a similar one, is, in our opinion, called for and required by a great 
majority of the people of the United States, and that justice and sound na¬ 
tional policy requires that it should become a law. 

Resolved, That the bill for the distribution of the proceeds of the sales of 
of public lands, which has just passed the United States’ Senate, is wholly 
inexpedient; it amounts to a little else than distribution of two or three mil¬ 
lions annually from the United States' Treasury to the several State Trea¬ 
suries, to be immediately reimbursed from the pockets of the people, in 
the form of impost duties, and is, in fact, but another indirect effort to keep 
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up the high tariff; that we warmly and unequivocally approbate the course 
of the Hon. Isaac Hill in opposing the passage of said bill, and fully con¬ 
cur in the sentiments elicited from him in his recent able speech in the 
United States’ Senate on that subject. 

Resolved, That we cordially approve of the sentiments expressed in the 
report and resolutions adopted by the Legislature of this State, at their last 
session, relative to the affairs of South Carolina, and believe that, in adopting 
said report, they have faithfully represented the views of their constituents. 

Resolved, That the resolutions recently adopted in the Legislature of Mas¬ 
sachusetts, setting forth that the passage of the bill to modify the tariff would 
be such “ a gross and palpable abuse of power in the Government as would 
justify the Slates and citizens aggrieved by it, in ANY MEASURES which 
they might think proper to adopt for the purpose of obtaining redress,” are 
inflammatory and rebellious in their nature, and, if founded on correct prin¬ 
ciples, would be a full justification of “any” and all the measures which 
said resolutions professedly condemn in South Carolina. 

Resolved, That we highly applaud the position assumed by the Presi¬ 
dent in rejecting the bill making appropriations for the iVlaysviile road; and 
that, in the language of the executive and Legislature of New Hampshire 
in 1842, the constitution of the United States has not vested in Congress 
the right to adopt and execute, at the national expense, a system of internal 
improvements. 

Resolved, That the dignified attitude of the President in his veto on the 
bill to renew the charter of the United States’ Bank merits the ardent re¬ 
sponse it has received from a grateful people; that the principles of his veto 
are in strict accordance with the spirit of our constitution, the powers as¬ 
sumed in the bill not having, in our opinion, been delegated to the United 
States by that instrument. 

Resolved, That the attempt to abolish the postage on newspapers, and fi¬ 
nally to make the expenses of the transportation of the mail a charge upon 
the public Treasury, evinces a recklessness on the part of the opposition, of 
the injuries that might result therefrom to the Post Office Department, 
with no good object in view, unless it be good to squander the public funds; 
that, in the event of the success of such a measure, ten millions a year 
would scarcely be sufficient to defray the expenses of that department, 
and that the passage of such an act, together with the land hill, would, in 
the opinion of this meeting, oblige the country to resort again to the tariff 
of 1828. 

Voted, That the proceedings of this meeting be signed by the Chairman 
and Secretary, and published in the New Hampshire Gazette, New Hamp¬ 
shire Patriot and State Gazette, and all other democratic papers in the State. 

DANIEL P. DROWN, Chairman. 
SAMUEL CUSHMAN, Secretary. 
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